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Every stamp and piece of mail tells a story. In fact, each often tells multiple stories, ranging from

concept to art design to production to usage, often with tales of politics, history, technology,

biography, genealogy, economics, geography, disaster, and triumph. The lens of philately offers a

fresh and engaging story of American history, culture, and identity, and it can also help deepen the

understanding of world cultures. The William H. Gross Stamp Gallery, opened at the Smithsonian

National Postal Museum in September 2013, has many such stories to tell. Chief philately curator

Cheryl R. Ganz guides readers through some of the gallery's nearly 20,000 objects that together

illustrate the history of our nation's postal operations and postage stamps.
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Nicely done overview of why stamps are historic, artistic, primary documents. Excellent visuals, well

written text. Written with authority and style by the former curator of the Smithsonian National Postal

Museum.

Great book written by one of the world's most devoted stamp admirers. Ganz also happens to be a

talented student of history and proven author. A winning combination.

arrived as advertised but more about the museum than stamp stories.



This is a great book, highlighting some fascinating stamps from the new museum. Great graphics

coupled with fascinating facts.

A masterful work by a great lady philatelist!

Arrived on time. It was a very much appreciated gift for a stamp collector.
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